
Parturition sheet 

Bitches whelp 55-70 days after mating. Usually the expected day of whelping is calculated as 63 days 

after the last mating.  

The following signs should be assessed regularly:  

 Decreased in body temperature of 1’C about 24-12 hours before the onset of labour. The 

temperature drop is only temporary and rise again to remain slightly above normal for a few 

days. The temperature should be measured 3x daily to avoid missing the decline. The 

temperature should be measured 53 days after mating. 

 Body mass rapidly increases and mammary glands enlarged 

 A mucoid discharge occurs about 1 day before birth, but varies from 4 weeks to a few 

minutes before birth. 

 Lactation may start as early as 2 weeks before partus, or as late as a few hours before birth, 

but are mostly 24 hours before birth 

 Foetal heart beats can be heard for about 4-5 days before parturition with auscultation 

across the abdominal wall 

 Bitches may became partially anorectic, restless and secluded with nesting behaviour 2-3 

days before birth 

 The abdominal muscles, pelvic muscles and vulva relax within the last few days prior to 

parturition. This make the tail base more prominent 

 Ensure full observation of the bitch, starting 12 hours after the first decline in temperature.  

 If 24 hours has elapsed after the drop in temperature and the bitch has not started straining, 

or has not given birth to a pup, call the veterinarian 

 If, at any time before the birth of the first puppy, you observe a bloody. Dark green or black 

discharge, consult a veterinarian immediately 

 If the bitch has failed to deliver a pup after she has strained for more than 30 min, consult us 

 If the bitch has not deliver another pup within 4 hours after the birth of the previous pup 

and she has not strained during those 4 hours, consult us. ( Please remember a bitch that 

has finished whelping will stop straining and be peaceful, care for her pups and have flatter 

abdomen 

 

 

For any more information, feel free to call us during hours at (012) 662-2502 or after hours 

for emergencies at 082 569 2466 

 

Thank you 

Pierre van Ryneveld animal clinc team 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Temperature chart during the 7-10 days preceding the expected date of birth of her litter 

 

 Rectal temp of bitch 

Date 06:00 14:00 22:00 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

 

Record the time of onset of straining before the birth of each puppy and the time of birth of 

each pup 

 

Pup number Time start straining Time born 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


